Ellen Voda, MN Teacher
NNHS

899 N. Mill St.

Naperville, Ill. 60563

March 10, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Ellen Voda.  I teach the Multi-Needs High School and Adult Programs at Naperville North High School in Naperville, Illinois.  I am writing a letter of recommendation for Mr. Jeff Purdom, a former teacher assistant in my program.  He is applying for a social studies teaching position in your school.

I had the pleasure of working with Jeff from August of 2007 to March 6, 2009.  I first met Jeff during the summer of 2007 when I interviewed him for the teaching assistant position for my program.  I was impressed by his strong interest in getting involved with students in extra- curricular activities while in college and since he has graduated.  He also voiced a strong desire to be connected to a school while pursuing his graduate studies.  He had some experience with working with students with special needs and had a need to learn more.  He was very open, honest, and sincere in all of his responses to the questions asked of him.  
During the time that Jeff worked as a teacher assistant for me at Naperville North, he demonstrated that he would make a very good and dedicated teacher.  He was somewhat shy and aloof during the first couple of weeks.  This was to be expected.  Jeff quickly acclimated to the program.  He was eager to learn all that he could to better serve each student in the program.  Jeff quickly became a person whom I could totally depend upon to take charge in situations in any given situation.  
Jeff took the initiative and would teach the lesson when I was not able to be in the classroom due to meetings, working with other students outside of the classroom, handling a crisis.  I could count on him to make sure that the students stayed on task and got the work done.  Jeff would come up with new ideas and strategies.  He was terrific in working with the students when they were in a regular education class.  I could also count on Jeff to handle himself in a professional manner in a crisis situation with students.  I could count on him to help a student in crisis get through the crisis with dignity and respect.  He always presented a calming and supportive demeanor when working with a student in crisis.  

Jeff took a sincere interest in all of the students in the classroom including the peers (students who volunteered to assist in my classroom throughout the day).  He helped coach the various track and basketball teams at North.  The students on his teams would always stop by to chat with him.  He has a strong need to stay connected to the school and become a part of it.  It is not just an 8 hour a day commitment.
Jeff has a strong passion for teaching.  He was very self-confident, responsible, flexible, a team player, and student focused.  It was important for him to learn how to reach each student and help each student learn.  He continually sought out information and ways to improve and increase his own skills to help each student to learn.  

I would strongly recommend that you consider Jeff for a teaching assignment.  He will be a very strong asset to your school.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Ellen Voda

Work phone:  630-848-3953; Work email:  evoda@naperville203.org
Home phone:  630-896-5061; Home email:  ellenvoa@att.net
